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Miller returns with reduced role 


Councilman removed 
from three committees 


James Briggs and Ryan Martin 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Jeff Miller on Monday made an awk- 
ward return to the Indianapolis council, 
greeted by colleagues with handshakes, 
shoulder pats and a hug — as wellasa 


diminished role and re- 
newed calls for him to 
step down. 

An evening City- 
County Council meeting 
capped a long day of pub- 
lic appearances for Mil- 
ler. He entered the coun- 
cil chambers moments 
before the start of a 7 p.m. meeting, 
moving past reporters in a navy blue 
coat and red tie — the same type of 


M hc 


Jeff 
Miller 


walk, in the same attire, he had made 
hours earlier in Hendricks Superior 
Court. 

Miller was embraced by colleagues, 
including a hug from fellow Republican 
Susie Cordi, and took his council seat. It 
was Miller's first meeting since he was 
charged with three Level 4 felony 
counts of child molestation alleging that 
he fondled two 10-year-old girls at his 
Fletcher Place home. 

Council leadership on Monday re- 


moved Miller from the three committees 
on which he served, effectively limiting 
Miller’s role to debating and voting on 
proposals during full council meetings, 
which occur once or twice a month. Al- 
though all 10 of Miller’s Republican col- 
leagues have called on him to step 
down, the second-term councilman has 
signaled he isn’t going anywhere. 

The stalemate set up an uncomfort- 


See MILLER, Page 14A 


A snowy owl stands i ina field just east of the Indianapolis Regional airport i in Greenfield. MATT KRYGER/INDYSTAR 


Rare snowy owl 
sightings take off 


Arctic bird reaching Indiana in numbers never before seen 


Sarah Bowman 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Snow and single digits are expected 
to return to Indiana later this week, but 
a little piece of the arctic has already ar- 
rived in the Midwest. 

More than 25 snowy owls have called 
the Hoosier state home since late fall — 
and more are on the way. 

“You're not going to see a polar bear 
walking down your towns’ main 
streets,” said Scott Weidensaul, co- 
founder of Project SNOWstorm, a na- 
tional group that tags and tracks the 


owls. “But with snowy owls, that is a 
piece of the arctic coming to your back- 
yard.” 

Indiana — along with some other 
Midwestern and northern plains states 
— are in the midst of a historic invasion 
of the all-white raptors, according to 
the Indiana Audubon Society. 

The sightings have concentrated in 
the northwest along Lake Michigan, but 
some snowy owls have been seen as far 
south as Hancock, Marion and Brown 
counties, said non-game bird biologist 
Allisyn Gillet with the Department of 


See OWL, Page 7A 


“When a bird this 
marvelous, made famous by 
Harry Potter’s Hedwig, 
lands in your state you make 
darn sure to go see it!” 
Whitney Yoerger 


Zionsville birder 


Rokita 
bill to jail 
Sanctuary 
officials 


Provides 5-year term, 
fine for obstructing feds 


Kaitlin L Lange 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Indiana Congressman Todd Rokita 
introduced a bill Friday that could im- 
prison and fine public officials $1 mil- 
lion if they obstruct federal immigra- 
tion authority efforts. 

The legislation targets sanctuary 
cities, which shelter undocumented 
immigrants or don’t cooperate with 
federal Immigration and Customs En- 
forcement. 

Under Rokita’s Stopping Lawless 
Actions of Politicians (SLAP) Act, vio- 
lators could face up to five years of 
prison time and a fine of up to $1 mil- 
lion. 

“The American people are rightfully 
infuriated watching politicians put 
their open-borders ideology before the 
rule of law, and the safety of the people 
they represent,” Rokita said in a state- 
ment. “Politicians don’t get to pick and 
choose what laws to comply with.” 

Rokita is in a heated six-person Re- 
publican primary race for Democrat 
Joe Donnelly’s U.S. Senate seat. Don- 
nelly is considered one of the most 


See ROKITA, Page 8A 
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Rep. Todd Rokita has introduced a bill 
allowing sanctuary city officials to be 
prosecuted. MATT DIAL / FOR THE STAR 


No fun in Florida 


Jacoby Brissett’s struggles Sunday came 
at the worst possible place. 1C 
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